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‘The reading and writing of Standard English, alongside proficient language development, is the key
to unlocking the rest of the academic curriculum. Pupils who struggle to read struggle in all subjects
and the wonders of a knowledge-rich curriculum passes them by unread.’

Ofsted Reading Framework 2021

‘Reading and writing floats on a sea of talk’

Britton, J. (1983). Writing and the story of the world. In B. M. Kroll & C. G. Wells (Eds.), Explorations in the
development of writing: Theory, research, and practice (pp. 3—30). New York, NY: Wiley.

The theme of this half term’s bulletin is a focus on oracy, and how it intertwines with our work on reading and literacy to support
classroom practice, preparing our pupils to succeed in assessment. This reflects a gradual shift in the national picture, as the status
of oracy in the architecture of our education system does not fully reflect its value and importance to children and young people’s
outcomes in school and life. For example, in 2019 only 8% of Ofsted inspection reports mentioned oracy or associated terms [APPG
Executive Summary, July 2021]. The following extract from the Faculty of Education at Cambridge University sums up the importance
of developing pupils’ Oracy skills, not just for the classroom, but for life beyond St Christopher’s:

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the
need to help young people develop their abilities to use spoken

language effectively. Employers commonly say that members V | S U A |_ VO C A L V E R B A |_
of their workforce, especially those engaged in creative WHAT WE SEE... HOW WE SAY IT... WHAT WE SAY...
activities and customer-related roles, need well-developed

skills in communication and collaborative problem-solving. Eye Contact Clarity Stories

Facial Expression Pitch Facts & Statistics

They want people who can make clear presentations, work
well in teams, listen properly to people and solve problems Posture Pace
collaboratively...If it is accepted that schools should be helping
children to develop such skills, then teachers need ways of
monitoring and assessing the oracy skills of their students in Movement Projection
a classroom setting so that they can aid the development of
these vital skills.
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Oracy Assessment Toolkit : Faculty of Education (cam.ac.uk)

According to Oracy action charity Voice21 the
Oracy All-Party Parliamentary Group’s (APPG)
Inquiry found that two-thirds of primary teachers
(69%) and nearly half of secondary teachers (44%)
said school closures had a negative effect on the
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Working with for pupil premium. Of the children who persistently

others experienced poverty, 75 % arrive at school below

o @lNEErHEEE average in language development. Around 50%

. ;‘:fn"‘tg‘l‘(f’r"‘; of children in some areas of deprivation begin
school with delayed language. The pandemic has

also widened the language gap. A summary of the

APPG report can be found here.
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* Listening actively &
responding appropriately

e Appropriate vocabulary
choice

The Education Endowment Foundation argues

that Oracy intervention can bring an additional
6 months progress for those learners targeted
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o Liveliness & flair by oral language approaches (some of which are

referenced alone) and whilst most studies focus

on reading outcomes (5+ months in secondary

education) some small samples show positive
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¢ Rhetorical techniques

such as metaphor,
humour, irony & mimicry

* Taking account of level . .
e etge | impact on Maths and Sciences as well (1+ months

audience in secondary education).


http://www.st-christophers.org
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/research/programmes/oracytoolkit/
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/files/oracy/2023-07/Executive%20Summary-Oracy%20APPG%20final%20report%20%281%29.pdf

Oral language approaches might include the following":

e Targeted reading aloud and book discussion with their peers (reading strategies)

e Explicitly extending pupils’ spoken vocabulary (tiered vocabulary)

e The use of structured questioning to develop reading comprehension and modelling inference (questioning in T/L CPD)
e Group or paired work that allows pupils to share thought processes (metacognitive skills)

e The use of purposeful, curriculum-focused, dialogue and interaction that extends pupils written work (literacy strategies)

"NOTE THAT THE STRATEGIES ABOVE HAVE ALL BEEN COVERED IN OUR PREVIOUS BULLETINS AND CPD

Re-visiting Oracy Circles
(April 2023)

This helpful exercise was first published in our April 2023
issue of the bulletin, and it feels pertinent now to remind
readers of how useful exercises such as this can be in our

classrooms. 4 Points
Civil Rights

1Point Peaceful

Protest Non-violent

2 Points Tactics

President

Oracy Circles Pupil A discusses an issue with their partner
(pupil B). Pupil B highlights their use of key vocabulary
during this 2 minute discussion on a pre-prepared Oracy
Circle. This can then be repeated with Pupil A monitoring
the language of Pupil B. To increase the level of challenge
you could give pupils blank Oracy Circles and ask them to
categorise key language in the concentric circles
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Is Oracy just talking more?
Exploring exploratory and explanatory talk:
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How does Oracy help attainment?

T | Talk the Talk

Watch on @B Youlube

Talk before
writing

Pupils model through
and language before
they put pen to paper.

Benefit from discussing
ideas before they try to
write about them.

Collaborative reasoning.

Follow Up Lessol

Further reading:

What do good presentation
skills look like?

This resources from ‘Talk the talk’ (Talk About
Communication Resources - Talk the Talk (talkthetalkuk.
org) focuses on a revision of the presentation skills needed
to be a good speaker. Using one of President Obama’s
famous speeches, students will identify and discuss the
visual, vocal, verbal and persuasive language techniques
employed.

A further example of excellent practice can be found here
with Cambridge University’s Oracy Assessment Toolkit
videos. This example is their ‘gold’ standard. For more like
it please visit Video & Audio: “Oracy Assessment Toolkit
Videos” (cam.ac.uk)

e Leading resource hub for Oracy, ‘Voice21’ has a wealth of resources for teachers to browse, including this article highlighting
Oracy Across the Curriculum: The Evidence - Voice 21

e  EEF Report on Oral Language Interventions, published July 2021 Oral language interventions | EEF
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)

e Academic article outlining that dialogue and class participation in maths led to increased maths achievement for students not
considered proficient Learning through explaining and engaging with others’ mathematical ideas: Mathematical Thinking and
Learning: Vol 25, No 4 (tandfonline.com)

e Government report on the impact of the pandemic and the importance of Oracy in schools Speak for Change Inquiry - report
launched April 2021 | Oracy APPG (inparliament.uk) with an Executive Summary Executive Summary-Oracy APPG final report

(1)

.pdf (inparliament.uk)

Check out our Library resources:



https://talkthetalkuk.org/resources/talk-about-communication-re/
https://talkthetalkuk.org/resources/talk-about-communication-re/
https://talkthetalkuk.org/resources/talk-about-communication-re/
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1895732
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/collection/1830303
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/collection/1830303
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Recommended%20Reading_May%202022.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Challenging%20Reading_Jun%202022.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Guide%20to%20Reading%20at%20Home_May%202022.pdf
https://voice21.org/oracy-across-the-curriculum-the-evidence/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10986065.2021.1990744?journalCode=hmtl20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10986065.2021.1990744?journalCode=hmtl20
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/speak-for-change-inquiry
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/speak-for-change-inquiry
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/files/oracy/2023-07/Executive%20Summary-Oracy%20APPG%20final%20report%20%281%29.pdf
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/files/oracy/2023-07/Executive%20Summary-Oracy%20APPG%20final%20report%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/J-tYhVSbd7I?feature=oembed

