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‘As someone whose love of reading was sparked in childhood, I know just how powerful books can 
be in shaping young lives. Reading holds the keys to so much of children’s education, so the decline 

in reading for pleasure among young people should sound alarm bells loud and clear.   
This can’t be just a government mission. It needs to be a national one. So, it’s time for all of us to 

play our part, put our phones down and pick up a book.’
Bridget Phillipson, speaking at the announcement of the National Year of Reading 2026, July 2025

This academic term look back at our 
intervention strategy and consider 
the importance of separating 
intervention from curriculum as we 
consider what constitutes each of 
these in our efforts to support the 
learning of all. 
This article from Lexonik captures the operational challenge presented to us in secondary education where:

‘The complexity of the curriculum compounds reading difficulty daily, this focus on speed and prevention is a strategic 
necessity….The operational challenge is knowing what type of intervention is right for which student. The solution lies in 
applying the diagnostic data.’

As shown in the image above, we have shared this data, comprising KS2, CAT4 and NGRT/NGST calculated reading and 
spelling ages with staff, students and our parent body. We use it to triangulate our targeted intervention and curriculum 
support, operating a tiered system across KS3-4. In some cases, this can lead to further diagnostic testing before we 
implement support around spelling and phonics. 

The article from Lexonik makes a powerful case for targeted support, not least its wider impact on behaviour and 
attendance, citing this article where literacy intervention lead to a 4.5% increase in attendance, helping to support 
Ofsted’s reading at KS2-3 drive to ensure all pupils are ‘Keeping up, not catching up’. 

Curriculum Assessment and Review 
(Reported September 2025) 

In September the Government’s report into Curriculum and 
Assessment was published, rather a length read (!) with 
some important proposed changes for Reading, Writing and 
Oracy. 

Sky news reported on its launch, and interviewed Bridgette 
Phillipson in Nov 2025, discussing the changes. 

http://www.st-christophers.org
https://lexonic.org/resources/blog/ofsted-s-reading-foundations-a-secondary-imperative?li_fat_id=6cfbea8a-9230-4369-87a9-1a512120ef15&account_name=Lexonik%2B-%2Bliteracy%2Bat%2Bthe%2Bspeed%2Bof%2Bsound&campaign_id=803865754&utm_source=LinkedIn%2Bsocial
https://unitedlearning.org.uk/Portals/0/unitedthinking/boys-impact-report-2024-25.pdf
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2023/08/30/getting-all-pupils-reading/#principle-2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b96bbc22e4ed8b051854d/Curriculum_and_Assessment_Review_final_report_-_Building_a_world-class_curriculum_for_all.pdf
https://youtu.be/MQxogscotUI?si=WKOlmMMQmIURZLab


Disciplinary Literacy

Some excellent resources from the EEF on disciplinary 
literacy are broken down into different subjects here along 
with some helpful YouTube videos that support them. The 
Science clip is found here: Disciplinary Literacy in Science. 

There are several subjects on this thread and well worth 
the 3min watch for your chosen subject specialism such as 
English Literature,  Maths and information on disciplinary 

pedagogy in Geography.  

Check out our Library resources:
Recommended Reading for KS3  |  Challenging Reading for KS3  |  A Guide to Support Reading at Home for Parents

Further reading:

•	 Worth taking a glance at Ofsted proposals State-funded school 
inspection toolkit version 1.1

•	 Underpinning so much of what the government proposes and why 
we focus so much on supporting curriculum reading and literacy The 
Reading House | EEF

•	 In KS3 we use Lexonik to support phonics and vocabulary gaps, worth 
reading into How to Teach Phonics in Secondary Schools - Lexonic

•	 A recent blog (Nov 2025) from Alex Quigley on the challenges of 
professional development Teacher professional development is hard!

•	 A rather more academic article to much of the above, but worth 
checking out Literacy in the disciplines: Comparing primary and 
secondary teachers’ conceptualisations, practices and sense of 
efficacy - ScienceDirect

Here are some key highlights, from the government’s own blog, including these two key proposals: 

•	 Stronger foundations – more focus on speaking and listening (oracy), reading, writing and maths from early 
years through to secondary school.

•	 Boosting crucial skills – increased focus on financial education, media and digital literacy, and improving climate 
and sustainability education.

It is also worth highlighting two important assessment proposals, although the format and timing hasn’t been made 
clear yet:
     

•	 Expectation all schools will assess pupil progress in writing in Y8 – not statutory

•	 A new national assessment of reading fluency & comprehension in Y8 – statutory

Alex Quigley goes even further and makes the case for more, rather than 
less, testing here. 

His core point however, is that teacher led diagnostic testing in class is a 
really powerful, and underused tool. 

The image opposite is modelled on the Dale Vocabulary Assessment, and 
could easily be manipulated to support new vocab or retrieval tasks at 
the start of the lesson, and be a powerful diagnostic tool. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/the-disciplinary-literacy-tree/science
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wf08r3Pij1w&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U8YcllvtLA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kw7hlQiUiWI
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/geography
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Recommended%20Reading_2023.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Challenging%20Reading_2023.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Guide%20to%20Reading%20at%20Home_May%202022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b26c69456634d9795fde0/Schools_inspection_toolkit.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b26c69456634d9795fde0/Schools_inspection_toolkit.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/reading-house
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/reading-house
https://lexonic.org/resources/blog/how-to-teach-phonics-in-secondary-schools
https://alexquigley.co.uk/teacher-professional-development-is-hard/?ref=the-3rs-by-alex-quigley-newsletter
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0742051X25003786?ref=alexquigley.co.uk
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0742051X25003786?ref=alexquigley.co.uk
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0742051X25003786?ref=alexquigley.co.uk
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/11/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-changes-to-the-national-curriculum/
https://www.tes.com/magazine/teaching-learning/secondary/time-rethink-secondary-reading-assessment?ref=alexquigley.co.uk


St Christopher’s Reading Week
2nd - 6th March 2026

St Christopher’s 
Book Flood
School Library | 12:30pm - 1:10pm

Friday 6th March 2026
All pupils and staff are invited!
Join Miss Holman, lunchtime on Friday 6 March in the 
Main School Library for our World Book Day School Book 
Flood, following on from our 'Jolabokaflod' celebrations in 
December.

Come along and:
• Bring a book and enjoy some quiet reading
• Relax with sweet treats

No book? No problem!
You can borrow one from the Library for the event and 
continue reading it at home afterwards.

Please note: 
This is a quiet reading event. Pupils must be prepared to 

read peacefully while enjoying their treats. Those wanting 
to chat with friends should not attend. No computers 

will be available.

The Secret
Storyteller
School Library | 1:50pm - 2:10pm

2nd - 5th March 2026

Pop-up
Poetry
Sixth Form Library  |  1:50pm - 2:10pm

2nd - 6th March 2026

Year 7
Friday 6th 
March 2026

Find out more about 
the World Book Day 

£1 BOOKS 
scan the QR Code:

YR7 help us to celebrate 
World Book, dress up as a 

favourite book character for 

JUST A £1 
DONATION

All proceeds going towards 
the School Library.

Form Time Reading
Years 7 - 9

Lamb to the Slaughter 
by Roald Dahl

Form Time Reading
Years 10 - 11

The Tell-Tale Heart 
by Edgar Allan Poe

Form Time Reading
Upper and Lower Sixth

1984 
by George Orwell

!Reading
Allowed!

Events


