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‘As someone whose love of reading was sparked in childhood, I know just how powerful books can 
be in shaping young lives. Reading holds the keys to so much of children’s education, so the decline 

in reading for pleasure among young people should sound alarm bells loud and clear.   
This can’t be just a government mission. It needs to be a national one. So, it’s time for all of us to 

play our part, put our phones down and pick up a book.’
Bridget Phillipson, speaking at the announcement of the National Year of Reading 2026, July 2025

This academic year we will 
be focusing on a deliberately 
concentrated list of classroom 
priorities around reading, literacy 
and oracy. Many of these have 
been trialled in our school 
over the past couple of year, 
showcased through CPD, and 
adapted to suit each subject, but 
are fundamental to the effective 
teaching of our pupils.

In addition, we should be mindful of the recent publication of not only the new Ofsted Framework (Nov 2025), but also 
previously the Ofsted Reading Framework (July 2023) and the Ofsted Writing Framework (July 2025). 

As with everything we do, we cannot cover every angle, but understanding what areas are being highlighted, why it 
makes such a difference to children’s lives, and how we can have a positive impact through our day-to-day teaching, 
should be an important part of our pedagogy. 

National Year of Reading 2026:

Over the summer, the government outlined its plans for a 
National Year of Reading, to begin in January 2026. This is 
part of their educational plan for change and is a welcome 
support to our own progress around reading and literacy 
but comes against a backdrop of challenging statistics.

According to the National Literacy Survey, which we took 
part in at KS3, there has been a 36% drop in reading for 
pleasure amongst 8-18 year olds since the survey first 
took place in 2008 and is particularly pronounced amongst 
boys aged 11-16. Two statistics that stand out are that the 
gender gap of regular daily reading for girls versus boys is 
6.2%, whilst FSM pupils also have a lag of over 4%. Find 
out more ways to get involved here.  

http://www.st-christophers.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework/education-inspection-framework-for-use-from-november-2025
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-writing-framework
https://www.nationalyearofreading.org.uk


Be Loud and be proud!

One part of our schools’ commitment to supporting a rich reading and 
writing culture is our emphasis on form time reading. 

If you are new to our staff, or just curious as to why we do it, take a look 
at this article from the Greenshaw Research School on form time reading 
Tutor Reading: The challenge of… | Greenshaw Research School. 

One key takeaway is the idea of ‘reading aloud with expression, and at a 
fast pace, has been shown to improve secondary school pupil’s reading 
comprehension’ ‘Just reading’: the impact of a faster pace of reading 
narratives on the comprehension of poorer adolescent readers in English 
classrooms, so with this in mind, be brave in your delivery next time you 
are reading to your pupils, in form time or in a lesson, it might just be the 
missing ingredient to your teaching!

Check out our Library resources:
Recommended Reading for KS3  |  Challenging Reading for KS3  |  A Guide to Support Reading at Home for Parents

Latest News:

•	 On Friday 25th September Schools Week reported that the government is intending to implement a national reading 
test at the end of YR8, with school data to be reported nationally, and is looking to introduce this at some point in 
the 2028/29 academic cycle. Read more about it here: Reading test for year 8s planned in schools white paper

Further reading:

•	 Six key findings from the English Subject Report from Ofsted about how teaching ‘reading’ has improved but writing 
and speaking are ‘less effective’ Ofsted: Six key findings from its English subject report

•	 Report on reading trends over the past year, and historic trends on reading and literacy Children and young people’s 
reading in 2025 | National Literacy Trust

•	 For more on the challenge of editing writing, see this post by Alex Quigley The Challenge of Editing Writing

Writing Stamina:

‘Whether it is lots of notes on a science topic, an essay in history, or a 
substantial story writing task in English, many pupils are undertaking 
regular writing marathons. And they are struggling to muster the stamina 
to be up to the task. 

By the time it gets to pupils having to edit and revise their writing, it is the 
tired ‘final mile’ of their writing. Is it any surprise this goes awry?’ So says 
Alex Quigley in a blog posted last year. 

His solution? Introduce editing stops. Moving the editing and self-
assessment part of the writing process to within the activity rather 
than the end, trains pupils to edit and revise their work in a continuous, 
purposeful fashion. 

https://researchschool.org.uk/greenshaw/news/the-challenge-of-developing-reading-at-secondary-school?ref=alexquigley.co.uk
https://sussex.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/_Just_reading_the_impact_of_a_faster_pace_of_reading_narratives_on_the_comprehension_of_poorer_adolescent_readers_in_English_classrooms/23449943?file=41159117
https://sussex.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/_Just_reading_the_impact_of_a_faster_pace_of_reading_narratives_on_the_comprehension_of_poorer_adolescent_readers_in_English_classrooms/23449943?file=41159117
https://sussex.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/_Just_reading_the_impact_of_a_faster_pace_of_reading_narratives_on_the_comprehension_of_poorer_adolescent_readers_in_English_classrooms/23449943?file=41159117
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Recommended%20Reading_2023.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Lower%20School%20Challenging%20Reading_2023.pdf
https://www.st-christophers.org/schooldata/pages/About_Our_School/Library/Guide%20to%20Reading%20at%20Home_May%202022.pdf
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/year-8s-to-sit-mandatory-reading-test-under-white-paper-plans/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ofsted-six-key-findings-from-its-english-subject-report/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-peoples-reading-in-2025/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-peoples-reading-in-2025/
https://alexquigley.co.uk/the-challenge-of-editing-writing/
https://alexquigley.co.uk/writing-and-the-final-mile-problem/

